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This is the first big government

outreach since the state was

bifurcated into two Union Terri-

tories – J&K and Ladakh -- on

August 5.

The village sarpanch was iden-

tified as Rafiq Shah and the gov-

ernment employee as Zahoor

Ahmed Sheikh. 

Soon after the attack, army

and police arrived on the spot and

launched a search operation.

Sources in the government said

that after the attack, directions

have been passed to all officials to

secure places where the back to

village programmes are being

organised.

The first phase was launched

in June when J&K was a full-

fledged state and the then J&K

governor, Satya Pal Malik,

described the programme as an

outreach for people in far-off vil-

lages. 

In Srinagar city, an explosion

took place in the market near Sir
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SRINAGAR : Unidentified terrorists

killed a sarpanch and a local

administration official in South

Kashmir’s Anantnag on Tuesday

as they targeted a prominent gov-

ernment outreach programme

for which several people had

gathered at a panchayat house.

The suspects lobbed grenades

and opened indiscriminate fire on

the gathering, in which seven

people sustained injuries, accord-

ing to locals. Two of them had suc-

cumbed to injuries later at a hos-

pital.

“Under the back-to-village

programme, locals and officials

were in the village when the

attack took place. A village sar-

panch and a government

employee were killed,” said

assistant commissioner develop-

ment, Anantnag, Mohammad

Aslam.

The second phase of the “back

to village” programme was

launched by the Union Territory

administration this week after

the first Lt Governor of Jammu &

Kashmir, GC Murmu, said 5,000

officers will reach out to the peo-

ple in each panchayat. 

Terrorists hit govt 
programme, kill 2 
in South Kashmir
UNIDENTIFIED  Militants escape, one official battling for life

n Policemen keep a vigil around the site near Kashmir University, 
where a low-intensity blast also took place. WASEEM ANDRABI/HT PHOTO
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ISLAMABAD:  The Supreme Court of

Pakistan on Tuesday suspended

the extension of army chief Gen-

eral Qamar Javed Bajwa’s ten-

ure until a hearing on Wednes-

day, in an unprecedented move

that threatens to shake the

power structure of the country.

Prime Minister Imran Khan

had on August 19 approved the

extension in Gen Bajwa’s tenure

for three years. According to Geo

News, Pakistan’s chief justice

Asif Saeed Khosa said during the

hearing, “The entire process was

upside down. First, the Cabinet

should have given the approval,

then the PM and President

should have been advised.” 

Khan later chaired an emer-

gency Cabinet meeting and took

back the notification.  Pakistan

minister Shafqat Mahmood said

a summary was sent to President

Arif Alvi to issue a fresh notifica-

tion after the approval of the

Cabinet. ››P16

EXTENSION FOR 
PAKISTAN ARMY 
CHIEF QUASHED 
BY TOP COURT

n General Qamar Javed Bajwa

NEW DELHI: The Union informa-

tion and broadcasting ministry

is planning to bring in a legisla-

tion that will make it mandatory

for news websites to get them-

selves registered with the Regis-

trar of Newspapers of India.

According to a draft of the Bill, it

also mandates that there will be

a Press Registrar General.››P11

I&B ministry plans 
law to list news 
websites with RNI

NEW DELHI: Renowned cartoonist

Sudhir Dar passed away on Tues-

day following a cardiac arrest. He

was 87. Dar started his career in

The Statesman in 1961 and then

worked in the Hindustan Times

for years, starting 1967. At HT, he

drew the pocket cartoons on the

front page, ‘This is It!’. ››P13

HT’s ‘This is It!’ 
cartoonist Sudhir 
Dar dies at 87

NEW DELHI: The ministry of home

affairs has moved the Union cabi-

net seeking about ₹4,000 crore to

update the National Population of

Register — widely regarded as

the first step to implement Nation

Register of Citizen. The MHA has

also asked for ₹9,000 crore for the

2021 Census. ››P10

MHA asks Cabinet 
for ₹4,000 crore 
to update NPR a judge on Tuesday, media

reports said.

The medical examiner ruled

the death a homicide by strangu-

lation. According to the univer-

sity, the victim was a sophomore

(second year student) and kinesi-

ology major.

The university said in a state-

ment that her family reported to

the University Police on Satur-

day that she had not been heard

from since Friday evening.

Her phone was “pinged” to the

Halsted Street Parking Garage,

CONTINUED ON P 6

LUCKNOW:  The Sunni Central

Waqf Board (SCWB), which was

one of the main parties to the Ram

Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid title

dispute, on Tuesday announced

that it would not file a review peti-

tion against the Supreme Court’s

verdict in the case but said it was

yet to decide whether to accept

the five-acre alternative plot that

the court ordered in lieu of the

demolished mosque.

The announcement came over

a week after two prominent Mus-

lim organisations, the All India

Muslim Personal Law Board

(AIMPLB) and the Jamiat Ulama-

i-Hind, on November 17 declared

that they will seek a review of the

Supreme Court’s November 9

verdict that ruled in favour of the

Hindu litigants.

SCWB chairman Zufar

Farooqi said six out of seven

members present at their meet-

ing on Tuesday were of the view

that the review petition should

not be filed. ››P11

AYO D H YA  C A S E

Sunni Waqf Board says 
it won’t challenge verdict

NEW DELHI: Nearly a month after a

protest at Mandi House by differ-

ently abled people over the lack of

jobs in the Railways, the agitators

returned on Tuesday to raise

their demands. The protest led to

heavy traffic in central Delhi,

with one carriageway of Sikan-

dra Road and both sides of Bhag-

wan Dass Road closed for most of

the day. The traffic snarls

stretched to as far as east Delhi

during peak hours. ››P2

Protesters back at 
Mandi House, lead 
to traffic chaos
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WASHINGTON:  A 19-year-old Indi-

an-origin student was sexually

assaulted and strangled to death

at a campus parking garage in

Chicago by a man on parole,

police said on Monday, according

to reports.

The woman came from Hyder-

abad and was an honours student

at the University of Illinois in

Chicago (UIC). She was found

dead in the back seat of a family-

owned vehicle on Saturday.

The 26-year-old assailant,

Donald Thurman, was arrested

on Sunday from a Chicago metro

station. He is not associated with

the university.  

On Monday, he was formally

charged with first-degree murder

and aggravated sexual assault.

He is scheduled to appear before

Indian-origin teen sexually 
assaulted, killed in Chicago

WHAT HAPPENED

CHICAGO HORROR THE CULPRIT

■ The 19-year-old student is walking to 
her car in a campus parking garage at 
1.35am on Saturday

■ Footage shows a man following her 
to the garage. He leaves 35mins later

■ On Saturday, her family calls the 
police, saying she hadn’t been heard 
from since Friday

■ Police track her phone to the garage, 
where she is found dead in the back 
seat of her vehicle

■ Donald Thurman, 26, is 
charged with murder 
and aggravated sexual 
assault

■ In 2015, he was given 
6yrs for armed robbery. 
He was released on 
parole in Dec 2018

■ He was arrested on 
Sunday and Chicago 
Police officials said he 
subsequently gave a 
full confession

Australia’s pace force of 

2000 (Glenn McGrath, Damien 

Fleming, Brett Lee, Jason Gil-

lespie, Andy Bichel and Steve 

Waugh and a few batsmen who 

bowled seam-up for fun) aver-

aged 17.35, in a year when they 

won all eight Tests during a 

world record 16 wins in a row.

The West Indies pace sextet

of 1986 (Michael Holding, Mal-

colm Marshall, Joel Garner, 

Courtney Walsh, Patrick Pat-

terson and Anthony Gray — 

Richie Richardson bowled one 

over of seam) is fourth with an 

average of 19.02.

In all, the Indian pacemen

took 95 wickets in 2019 — Bum-

rah 14 at 13.14, Sharma 25 at 

15.56, Shami 33 at 16.67 and 

Yadav 23 at 13.65. ››P21

India’s fearsome foursome storms into history
NEW SPEED KINGS

PACE POWER
This year, Indian pacers notched the 
best average in the history of cricket

INDIA (2019)

England (1912)

Australia (2000)

15.16

17.35

16.74

UMESH 
YADAV

MOHD 
SHAMI

Greatest pace attacks in history

THE FOUR HORSEMEN

West Indies (1986) 19.02

MOHD SHAMI 

33 wickets 
at 16.67

UMESH YADAV

23 wickets 
at 13.65

JASPRIT BUMRAH

14 wickets 
at 13.14

ISHANT SHARMA 

25 wickets 
at 15.56

30.7 Indian seamers' strike rate this year. 
This means they take a wicket every 5 overs

136.1km/h average speed bowled, 
slower only to Aussie pacers (138.5km/h)

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Holding, Garner, 

Marshall and Walsh, or Bum-

rah, Sharma, Yadav and 

Shami? 

India’s fast bowlers 

bounced to a new high in 2019 

by collectively averaging an 

astonishing 15.16 runs per 

wicket in eight Tests this cal-

endar year — the lowest in the 

142-year history of Test 

cricket.

Among teams that played at

least eight Tests in a calendar 

year, England’s fast bowlers 

in 1912 (led by Frank Foster, 

Sydney Barnes and Johnny 

Douglas, and in nine Tests) 

were pushed to second (16.74). 

http :www.hindustantimes.com/
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LUCKNOW:  The Sunni Central

Waqf Board (SCWB), which was

one of the main parties to the Ram

Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid title

dispute, on Tuesday announced

that it would not file a review peti-

tion against the Supreme Court’s

verdict in the case. 

In a press release, the SCWB

also said that it was yet to decide

whether to accept the five-acre

alternative plot that the court

ordered in lieu of the demolished

Babri Mosque in Ayodhya.

The announcement came over

a week after two prominent Mus-

lim organisations, the All India

Muslim Personal Law Board

(AIMPLB) and the Jamiat Ulama-

i-Hind, on November 17 declared

that they will seek a review of the

Supreme Court’s verdict. The two

groups rejected the court’s offer

of alternative land for the

mosque, saying it was against

Islamic laws to take anything in

lieu of a religious place.

The Supreme Court on

November 9 ruled in favour of the

Hindu litigants in the case and

paved the way for the construc-

tion of a Ram Temple over the dis-

puted land in Ayodhya.

Zufar Farooqi, the SCWB

chairman, said that they decided

against filing a review after con-

sidering the Supreme Court’s

verdict. 

He added that six members of

the SCWB present at their meet-

ing on Tuesday were of the view

that the review petition should

not be filed. “Advocate Abdur

Razaaq Khan [the seventh mem-

ber] has put in his dissent as he

was in favour of filing a review

petition,” said Farooqi. 

Farooqi said that they also dis-

cussed whether or not to accept

the five-acre alternative land at

the meeting. “...the [SCWB] mem-

bers felt they needed more time to

decide on the matter...,” he said.

“All further action in compliance

with the order of the Supreme

Court, including the issue of five-

acre land in Ayodhya, is still in

consideration of the board and no

decision has yet been taken. The

members of the board have asked

for more time to formulate their

views.”

Bharatiya Janata Party

spokesman Shahnawaz Hussain

welcomed the SCWB’s announce-

ment, saying it is in the national

interest and aimed at maintain-

ing national harmony. 

He added that the Supreme

Court’s verdict in the Ayodhya

case has been accepted by all.

“The way Hindus and Muslims

showed maturity and compas-

sion towards each other post the

verdict shows how the brother-

hood among Indians is above all,”

he said.

Sunni Waqf board not to challenge Ayodhya verdict

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:   The government on

Tuesday forced another 21 tax

officials to retire over allegations

of corruption, professional mis-

conduct and possession of illegal

cash, taking the total number of

such officials to 85 since June this

year, two finance ministry offi-

cials said requesting anonymity.

This time the action has been

taken against corrupt Central

Board of Direct Taxation officials

in the rank of income-tax officers

(ITO), they said. 

“This is the fifth round of oper-

ation clean-up undertaken this

year. With this, till now 85 offi-

cers, including 64 high-ranking

tax officers from both Central

Board of Indirect Taxes and Cus-

toms (CBIC) and CBDT have been

compulsorily retired under Fun-

damental Rule 56(J),” the first

official said. 

The rule empowers the gov-

ernment to proceed against cor-

rupt officials on the basis of avail-

able evidence.  “The same retire-

ment benefits are admissible to

these persons [officials compul-

sorily retired] as applicable to

officers upon retirement on nor-

mal age of superannuation,” the

official said.

According to officials, one ITO

posted in Rajahmundry was

forced to retire because she was

caught receiving ~150,000 bribe.

Another official in Visakhapat-

nam was trapped by the Central

Bureau of Investigation (CBI),

which recovered ~75,000 from his

office in addition to the recovery

of~30,000 during the operation.

21 tax officials 
forced to retire over 
graft allegations

R
aghubar Das, 64, is

the first chief minis-

ter of Jharkhand to

complete a full five-

year term. He is also

the first non-tribal leader to 

become chief minister of the 

state, carved out of undivided 

Bihar 19 years ago. Das is the 

Bharatiya Janata Party’s 

(BJP) chief ministerial face 

in the five-phase election that 

begins on November 30. The 

BJP is contesting the election 

on its own. He spoke to Kumar 

Uttam in Ranchi about the 

BJP’s campaign, its aim of win-

ning 65-plus assembly seats, 

and rebellion by ministers, 

among other things. Edited 

excerpts:

What is your big message to the 
voters in this election?
Our message is stability and 

security. People have seen gov-

ernments of 12 months and  six 

months. We provided stability 

to Jharkhand. When people 

vote, they will compare the 

instability of 14 years and the 

stability of five years under the 

BJP. A stable government has 

been able to improve the secu-

rity situation in the state.  Mao-

ists are on the run. Several of 

them have surrendered in 

neighbouring states.  Today 

people move even in night 

without any fear. Both stability 

and security have ensured 

there is development in the 

state. Jharkhand is full of 

potential, we have to capitalise 

on it. 

The Opposition has criticised you 
for policies that are against the 
interest of tribals and minorities. 
How do you respond to that?
Do you expect the opposition to 

sing my praises? If tribals were 

still listening to the Jharkhand 

Mukti Morcha (JMM), how did 

their patriarch, Shibu Soren, 

lose the April-May parliamen-

tary election? We have never 

done politics of exclusion.  Our 

rivals used to scare people say-

ing if the BJP comes to power, 

jungle bhi nahi bachega aur 

zameen bhi (neither forest nor 

land will remain). In five years, 

the state’s forest cover has 

gone up by 5 percentage points. 

Several investigations have 

shown that the JMM’s Soren 

family grabbed land violated 

provisions. I will restore these 

land plots to their original 

owners.

Your cabinet colleague, Saryu 
Rai, has rebelled against you. The 
BJP also has dropped 13 MLAs. 
Does this show everything is not 

right in Jharkhand BJP?
A particular individual doesn’t 

matter in an organisation like 

the Bharatiya Janata Party. 

There were days during Jan 

Sangh times when we had to 

spread our ideology and any-

body who was ready to contest 

an election would get a ticket. 

Today we fight to win. If the 

party feels that Raghubar Das 

is not in a position to win, it 

will deny a ticket to me. 

Why did you not forge any alli-
ance with JD-U of Nitish Kumar 
and LJP of Ram Vilas Paswan, 
who are part of NDA? 
They are allies in Bihar, and 

not in Jharkhand. Every state 

has different situation and 

needs to be responded 

accordingly.

But you also turned your back on 

AJSU of Sudesh Mahato whose 
party shared power with you?
We had an alliance with them 

in the Lok Sabha election. We 

dropped our five-term MP to 

accommodate AJSU. The BJP 

knows how to follow coalition 

dharma. We were ready to con-

ceded 8-10 seats for the AJSU 

but they were asking for num-

bers beyond their actual 

strength in Jharkhand.

But you have not fielded a candi-
date against AJSU chief, Sudesh 
Mahto. Are you keeping doors 
open for a post-poll pact ?
Politics is always the art of the 

possible. Which politician will 

close his doors ?Nothing is 

ruled out in politics. 

The BJP has set an ambitious tar-
get of winning over 65 of 81 seats.
Do you think it is a tall order?
One should always aim big. 

The situation in Jharkhand is 

different from those in Hary-

ana and Maharashtra. We have 

done good work and we hope 

that people will bless us with 

another term. 

There is an alliance of the Con-
gress-JMM-RJD against the 
BJP. Will this coalition have an 
impact on you?
This is a mistake that pundits 

often make. When political 

leaders forge an alliance, they 

feel it will naturally lead to an 

alliance between voters. It 

doesn’t happen. 

‘Our message for voters 
is stability and security’
HTINTERVIEW
RAGHUBAR DAS, Chief minister of Jharkhand 

PTI FILE
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RAIPUR:   Chhattisgarh chief min-

ister Bhupesh Baghel said his

government will launch a new

scheme to provide ~2500 per

quintal to farmers while procur-

ing paddy.

His comments came a day

after he announced that the state

will procure paddy from Decem-

ber 1 at ~1,815 per quintal for

common grade, and at ~1,835 for

grade A. The Opposition said his

stand was departure from his

2018 poll promise of buying

paddy at ~ 2,500 per quintal.

“A five-member committee

has been constituted to study

how ~2,500 per quintal benefit

could be ensured to farmers. The

committee will submit its report

ahead of the upcoming budget

session and thereafter new

scheme will be formed,” said

Baghel in the state assembly on

Wednesday.  The minimum sup-

port price for paddy will be given

to farmers as per the rate fixed by

the Centre, while a new scheme

will be initiated in order to pay

the farmers the difference

amount to make it ~2500 per

quintal, he clarified.

On Monday, Baghel said the

state government is committed

to fulfilling all pre-poll promises

made to farmers, and blamed the

central government for not

agreeing to the state’s demand

for increasing the MSP to ~ 2,500

per quintal. 

But the opposition Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) said it will

hold protests across Chhattis-

garh against the government’s

decision to procure paddy at the

MSP fixed by the Centre. React-

ing to the decision, former chief

minister and BJP national vice-

president Raman Singh said the

Congress government betrayed

the farmers by not procuring

paddy at the rate promised dur-

ing polls. “The BJP, along with

the farmers of the state, will pro-

test at 1,380 paddy procurement

centres of the state on December

1 and will also submit a memo-

randum to the government,”

Singh said. Janta Congress

Chhattisgarh (JCC) president

Amit Jogi too said Baghel have

fooled the peopled of the state.

I N  C H H AT T I S G A R H

CM promises higher paddy MSP
THE MOVE COMES AFTER 
OPPOSITION ATTACKED 
HIM FOR NOT KEEPING 
HIS 2018 POLL PROMISE 
OF BUYING PADDY AT 
~2,500 PER QUINTAL
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NEW DELHI:  The Union Information

and Broadcasting ministry is

planning to bring in a legislation

that will make it mandatory for

news websites to get themselves

registered with the Registrar of

Newspapers of India (RNI).

According to a draft of the

“Registration of Press and Peri-

odicals (RPP)” Bill 2019 — put up

by the I&B ministry on its website

— “publishers of news on digital

media shall register themselves

with the Registrar of Newspapers

of India  in such manner and giv-

ing such particulars as may be

prescribed”.

The bill does not specify if it

will require websites of newspa-

pers registered with RNI to be

registered separately. It defines

“news on digital media” in a

broad manner as any news con-

tent that “can be transmitted over

the internet, computer or mobile

networks and includes text,

audio, video and graphics”.

Among other provisions, the

act mandates that there will be a

Press Registrar General.

The Press Registrar General

would empowered to obtain

annual statements from a printer

and a periodical to verify the cir-

culation figures and also to

revise, revoke or suspend regis-

tration of a periodical.

The draft bill also provides for

an Appellate Board. 

It would be called the Press and

Registration Appellate Board,

which will have the chairman of

the Press Council of India as one

of its members.There will be

another member who would be

nominated by the Press Council

of India from among its members.

Any person aggrieved by an

order of the Press Registrar Gen-

eral with regard to refusal of reg-

istration or cancellation or sus-

pension of registration can

approach the Appellate Board,

the draft said.

One of the sections of the pro-

posed legislation pertains specifi-

cally to the digital media.

This section says that the

“publishers of news on Digital

Media shall register themselves

with the Registrar of Newspapers

of India in such manner and giv-

ing such particulars as may be

prescribed”.

However, it was not immedi-

ately clear which of the provi-

sions related to print media, if at

all, would also apply on the digital

publishers once they register.

Another significant aspect of the

bill is that it proposes to do away

with the earlier provision under

the Press and Registration of

Books (PRB) Act, 1867, of prosecu-

tion of publishers.

The bill proposes to have a sim-

ple system of registration of e-pa-

pers. 

According to the ministry, the

new bill proposes to remove the

existing provisions relating to the

registration of books and matters

related to it.  

The bill also proposes to do

away with the existing procedure

of furnishing of declaration by

publishers and printers before

the district magistrate and its

subsequent authentication, the

ministry said.

I&B plans law to register 
news websites with RNI

THE BILL DOES NOT 
GO INTO DETAILS OF 
HOW IT WILL DEFINE 
WHAT CATEGORIES OF 
WEBSITES THAT ARE 
TO BE COVERED. IT 
DEFINES ‘NEWS ON 
DIGITAL MEDIA’ IN A 
BROAD MANNER 

National Pension System Trust (NPS Trust)
3rd Floor, Chhatrapati Shivaji Bhawan

B-14/A Qutub Institutional Area New Delhi-110016

INVITATION TO BID (ITB)

National Pension System Trust (NPST), established by Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) for taking care of the
assets and funds under NPS in the best interest of the subscribers, invites
proposals for engaging a consultant for development of Risk management
framework for NPS Trust.

The ITB documents containing detailed information on the eligibility criteria,
technical requirements and commercial considerations in specified format
can be downloaded from www.npstrust.org.in or www.eprocure.gov.in

Interested entities, which satisfy the prescribed eligibility criteria, should
submit their proposals in the specified format to the above mentioned
address latest by 1500 hrs. on Wednesday, 18 December 2019.

Contact: Deputy General Manager, Email - dgm1@npstrust.org.in,
Phone: 011-26514032.

davp 15112/11/0012/1920

Choudhary Charan Singh
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURAL MARKETING, JAIPUR

(An Autonomous Organization of Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Govt. of India)

Phone : 0141-2795117, 2795135, 2795134
E-mail: pgdabm.niam@nic.in / niam.pgdabm@gmail.com

ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT
POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT (AGRI-BUSINESS MANAGEMENT)

PGDM (ABM) 2020 (20th Batch)

CCS NIAM, Jaipur invites applications for admission in Post Graduate Diploma in Management (Agribusiness
Management) for batch 2020-22 approved by AICTE.

The Minimum qualifications for admission is a Bachelor’s Degree in Agriculture or Allied sciences or in any
other discipline from any University or institute as recognized by ICAR/UGC. The details such as eligibility,
selection criteria, reservation, application form, admission procedure and prospectus are placed on institute
website www.ccsniam.gov.in. The candidate must have valid score card of CAT 2019 or CMAT 2020.

The application form can be downloaded from the website and filled-in-form along with DD of Rs. 1200/-
(Rs. 600 for SC & ST Candidates) to be sent by post to Dean-PGDM (ABM), CCS NIAM, Kota Road,
Bambala, Sanganer, Jaipur-302033. DD should be drawn in favour of Director General of CCS NIAM,
Jaipur. Last date for receiving filled-in-application form at CCS NIAM is 29.02.2020.

davp 01375/11/0002/1920 Dean-PGDM (ABM)


